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	Candidate/Intern:    
Blake Clark
	Unit dates: 
TBD
                        
	Grade level(s): 
5/6
	Subject(s):  
Arts Education
                                                   

	Big Idea(s):
What will the students UNDERSTAND? What are the key question(s) to be addressed?
(Gr 5) Engaging in creative expression and experiences expands people's sense of identity and belonging.
(Gr 6) Artistic expressions differ across time and place.
(Gr 5) Works of art influence and are influenced by the world around us.
(Gr 6) Experiencing art is a means to develop empathy for others' perspectives and experiences.
Driving question: How can I use symbols and line to tell my own story of connection to a place?

	Curricular Competencies:
What will the students be able to DO?  How will students reflect on their progress in acquiring and nurturing these skills?
· Explore connections between identity, place, culture, and belonging through creative expression (Gr 5/6).
· Intentionally select, combine, and arrange artistic elements, materials, tools, and techniques to express meaning in art making (Gr 5/6).
· Interpret and communicate ideas using symbols and elements to express meaning through the arts.
· Describe, interpret, and respond to works of art and explore artists' intent (Gr 5/6).

	Content: 
What will the students KNOW? What content/concepts/key vocabulary will be the focus of this lesson sequence or unit of study?
Visual arts (Gr 5/6):
· Elements of design: line, shape, texture, form; principles of design: pattern, contrast, emphasis
· Image development strategies; symbolism and metaphor
· Processes, materials, tools, and techniques (pencil, ink, and marker line work)
First Peoples arts:
· Traditional and contemporary Aboriginal arts and arts-making processes
· Personal and collective responsibility for a safe, respectful learning environment
Key vocabulary:
· symbol, metaphor, line, pattern, contrast, emphasis, composition, artist statement

	Indigenous Perspectives:
How might Indigenous knowledges and ways of knowing be honoured and embedded authentically within this lesson sequence or unit of study?
· Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story.
· Learning involves recognizing that some knowledge is sacred and only shared with permission.
Grounded in local Syilx / Okanagan story and land (Syilx 101, Okanagan Nation Alliance). Students honour how Syilx artists tell stories of place, then design their OWN original symbols and artwork, never copying Syilx or sacred designs. Centre Elder and community voices where possible.

	Inclusive and Equitable Practice:
How is a safe and caring environment provided (emotional/physical)? Are there considerations for diverse interests/abilities? Are there access points for all learners and alternative ways to demonstrate what they know/can do? What grouping strategies are incorporated? Do students see themselves reflected in the learning? 
Multiple entry points for the 5/6 split: shared studio lessons with grade-specific depth (Gr 5 symbol banks and sentence starters; Gr 6 layered metaphor and refined craft). Students choose their place and how to plan, with visual and vocabulary supports; sharing their own heritage and places is invited, never required.

	/Collaborative Practice: 
How will collaboration/co-planning/co-teaching be incorporated?
Shared with grade 5/6 partner classes.

	Safety Considerations:
Are there any lesson and/or venue specific safety issues to be noted?
No physical safety concerns. Fine liners and markers used safely (caps on when not in use). Syilx knowledge and personal stories are handled with respect; sharing is invited, never required.

	Assessment Design

	What type of assessment might be embedded in this lesson sequence/unit of study?
Formative Assessment: Assessment for Learning / Summative Assessment: Assessment of Learning; 
Metacognition: How are students reflecting on and monitoring their own learning?
Documentation/Evidence of Learning: How will student learning be documented and shared (learning maps, rubrics, math journals, online documentation, etc.)
Formative: exit tickets, teacher conferences, an observation checklist, and a symbol / composition plan check.
Summative: culminating 'Story of Place' artwork plus artist statement, assessed with the unit rubric; gallery walk and self-assessment. Dates: TBD.
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	Lesson # 
Estimated Dates
	
Overview of Teaching and Learning Activities

	Teacher Preparation
Materials/resources or
supplies needed

	TBD (Period 1): Unit Launch
	Lesson 1: Reading the Land: How Syilx Art Tells a Story of Place
Explore how Syilx artists use symbols and story to show connection to the land.
Learn respectful practice (First Peoples Principles): honour the art, create our own symbols.
Choose a place that matters and begin a story about it.
	Native Land map
Syilx 101 resources
Story-of-place word web

	TBD (Period 2):
	Lesson 2: Symbols and Line: Designing My Story of Place
Practice line variety, pattern, and texture.
Design personal symbols and plan a composition with thumbnail sketches.
	Line warm-up strips
Symbol-design handout
Pencils

	TBD (Period 3):
	Lesson 3: Bringing My Story to Life in Ink and Marker
Draw in pencil, then ink using line variety, pattern, and contrast.
Add one or two accent marker colours for emphasis.
	Fine liners / black markers
Accent markers
Drawing paper

	TBD (Period 4):
	Lesson 4: Artist Statement and Gallery Walk
Finish the artwork and write an artist statement.
Share in a gallery walk with respectful feedback, then reflect.
	Artist statement template
Feedback slips
Display space



